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Leanne Moll <leanne@cityofrivergrove.com>

Dock Closure 

Jonathan Sweet <jonathanjsweet@gmail.com> Fri, Jul 13, 2018 at 1:30 PM
To: Leanne Moll <leanne@cityofrivergrove.com>

Hi Leanne,
 
Could you please forward the message below to the council members? Thank you!
 
"Hello Council,
 
My plan to hit the river this Sunday with some friends has been foiled. I am a regular and responsible user of the ramp.
While I commend you for taking action to help our neighbors who are having issues with nuisance on the ramp, I do not
agree with the method you chose to offer that help. I have a few thoughts I'd like to share in case they help in your future
decision making on the ramp topic.
 
Some of the complaints made Wednesday night were about how people were using the ramp. It sounds to me like using
the ramp for access is alright with the immediate neighborhood, but using it as a hang out is not. While I'd prefer that
nobody was on the ramp when I launch my boat, their chosen use does not make me wish the ramp would close. It would
not be appropriate to close the park because people were hanging out? I understand the ramp is very close to people's
backyards and they would like more privacy, but these homeowners must have known the ramp was there when they
purchased their homes. In my opinion, this complaint sounds a bit NIMBY. I ask that you focus your efforts on other,
potentially more severe, ramp nuisances in your future decision making.
 
Some of the complaints made Wednesday night can be traced back to users of the river, not the ramp itself. While a
large, noisy boat may have launched from Lloyd Minor recently, the same boat could just as easily have come from other
ramps, and our neighbors docks would be just as terrorized. The sign recently posted by the mayor at the ramp mentions
individuals sunbathing on private docks... there was mention tonight of urination on private property... children swimming
in poor water quality... many complaints made Wednesday night are things that will continue on the Tualatin with or
without our ramp because there are other ramps and private docks in the area that will continue to allow this behavior. I
ask that you focus on addressing nuisances relevant to the ramp itself, and not complaints derived from general
river use.
 
It sounds like the biggest source of irritation is noise, especially at inappropriate hours. I think this is the best argument
made Wednesday night for closing the ramp. While I hope this issue can be resolved, I do not believe that closing the
ramp is fair, or that it will even work. The ramp has been closed after a certain hour for years in the past, and this hasn't
solved the noise issue. How will closing it all hours fix the problem? Perhaps there is nuisance at night because the gate
is rarely locked (I've personally found it unlocked several times after hours, but I have never seen it locked). I imagine
diligent locking and unlocking must be a chore, and perhaps it is unkind to require this of one person or a small group of
people, but it is also unkind to remove access for many. If people decide to make a nuisance in the roadway, or the park,
how will the city respond? Close the roads?! Close the park?! My neighbors are occasionally noisy at night, can we close
them? Will Clackamas Sherif not respond to noise complaints?
 
When we purchased our home in Rivergrove, my decision was based in part on having access to the river, and the belief
that I would continue to have access to the river throughout the years. On Tualamere Avenue alone, the ramp is used by
the Gray's, the Johnston's, the Young's, and the Sweet's. I hope the City can resolve any nuisances present at the
ramp, but please don't take away our access to accomplish this. Good luck! Thank you for reading.
 
Jonathan Sweet
19416 Tualamere"
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