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Abstract: In order to assess the accuracy and utility of the Rivergrove boat ramp sign, drive 
times were assessed to Brown’s Ferry, Tualatin, and Cook park ramps during light traffic. 
Amenities were also compared for each park. Drive times during light AM traffic were 12.6 
minutes overall (11.3 minutes for Tualatin, 12.7 for Brown’s Ferry, and 13.8 for Cook). Limited 
data in the early afternoon suggested a drive time of 14.5 minutes to all three parks. The major 
differences in the three alternatives was in the amenities, not the drive time.The current sign on 
the ramp is misleading and possibly doing more harm than good.  Honest signage reflecting that 
all three alternatives are approximately 12-13 minutes away during light traffic should be posted. 
Another sign or kiosk contrasting the amenities at all four locations has the best potential for 
alleviating traffic on the ramp, as well as the Rivergrove stretch of the Tualatin River. 
 
 
Introduction:  A sign was recently placed on the Rivergrove (Stark) boat ramp suggesting that 
people use the Brown’s Ferry Park ramp, touting increased amenities and a 5 minute drive time. 
This was done in an attempt to decrease the congestion currently at the Rivergrove ramp and 
Rivergrove portion of the Tualatin River.  This study was performed to assess the accuracy of 
this information and compare the drive time to the Brown’s Ferry, Tualatin Community, and 
Cook Park ramps.  Amenities at each park were qualitatively assessed.  It was postulated that 
the sign is not only inaccurate, but that touting Brown’s Ferry Park over other parks might be 
counterproductive in that sending people to Brown’s Ferry in preference to Tualatin and Cook 
might actually increase the congestion on the Rivergrove stretch of the Tualatin River.  I have 
previously timed the drive to Brown’s Ferry park from my home on Dogwood well over a 
thousand times during light traffic and found it to be 12 minutes, and my previous experience 
was that the amenities at Tualatin and Cook were different and likely superior to Brown’s Ferry. 
A preliminary study done in duplicate showed that the drive time from my house to the Stafford 
Hills Club (my previous start and stops) was actually 20-30 seconds faster than the drive time 
from the top of the Stark boat ramp to the Brown’s Ferry ramp. Therefore, there was a great 
discrepancy between my prediction of over 12 minutes and the sign stating 5 minutes, which 
could not be explained by the differences in starting and stopping points.  
 
Methods:  Drive times were assessed from the top of the Stark ramp to the top of the ramp at 
each park.  Where the closest parking was not at the top of the ramp, I walked briskly to the top 
of the ramp. Times were done by stopwatch in minutes and seconds and then converted to 
tenths of minutes for data assessment. Driving speed was at the speed limit to two miles over 
where possible. All other traffic signs and lights were obeyed.  AM drives were performed on 
weekdays between 9:15 and 11:30 in mid August. Early afternoon drives were performed 
between 12:15 and 2 PM. The fastest route was taken to each park according to Google maps. 
It was the intent to also study rush hour drive times, but they were so long after checking 
Google maps, that it was felt to be a waste of time and gas, and could be manipulated by choice 
of day. 



 
Results:  The mean time from the Stark ramp to all three ramps combined during the morning 
hours was 12.6 minutes (n=10). This was very close to the mean AM drive time of 12.7 minutes 
to Brown’s Ferry (n=4).  The AM mean drive time to Tualatin Community was 11.3 minutes 
(n=3), and 13.8 minutes to Cook Park (n=3).  
 
Not enough data was collected to accurately assess the differences in time to the 3 parks in the 
early afternoon.  However, the mean drive time assessed (once for each park) was 14.5 
minutes on the same afternoon, and all three times were within 15 seconds of each other. (This 
suggests that the early afternoon drive time is slightly longer than the morning drives overall, 
and that the increased traffic within the city of Tualatin in the early afternoon makes the drive 
time similar to each park, removing the advantage of Tualatin over Cook.)  
 
Late afternoon and evening rush hour drive times were not formally assessed as they were 
obviously much longer after checking on Google maps, and could easily be manipulated by 
choice of day.  However, extensive previous experience assessing the drive time from Dogwood 
to Brown’s Ferry at 4:15 PM in the Fall, Winter, and Spring has shown that it is extremely 
variable and takes 15-30 minutes. 
 
Amenities are shown in the following Table: 

Boat Launch   Kayak Launch   Picnic   Bathrooms   Rentals  Kid Friendly  
 
Stark            Small   Easy  - No No         + 
 
Cook            Large   Easy +++     Yes              No        ++++ 
 
Tualatin        Large               Easy                    ++        Yes No         ++ 
 
Brown’s None   Difficult                    +       Yes Yes      +  
Ferry 
 
Cook park was the most popular with many kayakers of all ages, especially children. Many 
parents eating in park while watching their children kayak near ramp. Seemed a haven for 
children and families. 
 
Brown’s Ferry also very popular with young adults renting kayak gear.  Steep ramp with difficult 
entry and exit from dock. Assistance available for rental customers. No boat entry. 
 
Tualatin much less popular than Cook or Brown’s Ferry with a few kayakers of all ages. Good 
picnic facilities near boat ramp, but no one was noted using them (likely because cannot see 
water from picnic area like Cook). 
 



Discussion:  The mean drive time to all three parks was 12.6 minutes in AM with minor 
differences.  Tualatin (11.3) was slightly shorter and Cook (13.8) slightly longer.  The drive time 
to Brown’s Ferry was 12.7 minutes and very close to my prediction of slightly over 12 minutes 
based on extensive experience.  Slightly longer drive times of 14.5 minutes were shown in the 
early afternoon, and much longer drive times are predicted in the PM from 3:30 to 6 PM, after 
checking Google maps. More data would be needed to precisely compare the times for each 
park in the afternoon and evening, but the limited data collected in the afternoon is consistent 
with common sense, and previously collected data at 4:15 PM suggests an extremely variable 
drive time of 15-30 minutes to Brown’s Ferry.  Drive times to Brown’s Ferry are likely to be 
longer earlier in Summer as Willowbrook camp at the park causes significant traffic and parking 
congestion, but had closed at the time of the study.  Likewise, the drive time to Cook is likely 
longer during the school year as speed limits are significantly decreased while Tigard HS in 
session. 
 The differences in amenities between each park were far greater than the extremely 
minor differences in drive time.  The likelihood of someone enjoying their experience is far more 
likely to be related to the amenities at each park than the differences in drive time.  The more 
they enjoy their experience, the more likely they will return, and the less likely the will use the 
Stark ramp.  

The Stark sign suggesting a drive time to the Brown’s Ferry boat ramp of 5 minutes is 
extremely misleading as it is over 12 minutes even in light traffic, and considerably longer in 
heavy traffic. The drive time to Brown’s Ferry was intermediate, and longer than the drive time to 
Tualatin.  Amenities at Brown’s Ferry were inferior to those at both Cook and Tualatin, with the 
obvious exception of kayak and canoe rentals. Brown’s Ferry is attractive only to young adults 
who can get in and out of their kayaks easily, and to renters of equipment. Suggesting driving to 
Brown’s Ferry does nothing to alleviate the congestion or noise on the Rivergrove stretch of the 
Tualatin. This is a prime example where a poor decision was made (perhaps on the basis of 
emotion or the false assumption that the time by water was correlated with the drive time) prior 
to gathering scientific data. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The current sign on the Stark boat ramp should be taken down as it is misleading and 

may be doing more harm than good by touting Brown’s Ferry as the best alternative.  Instead a 
sign should be placed stating that ramps at all three parks are approximately 12-13 minutes 
away during light traffic.  Another sign or kiosk contrasting the amenities of each alternative 
should be erected.  One park should not be recommend over another, as different people are 
interested in different amenities, and it is in the best interest of Rivergrove residents that people 
choose a park that will best fit their needs. Educating people about the amenities of each 
alternative park has the best potential of alleviating the traffic on the Stark ramp and Rivergrove 
portion of the river, as the amenities of all three alternatives are superior to the Stark ramp, and 
the drive times are similar. 
 



 
 


