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Leanne Moll <leanne@cityofrivergrove.com>

Written Testimony/Comments/Photos regarding the Stark Boat Ramp 
13 messages

Judith Gentry <me@judithgentry.com> Wed, Aug 8, 2018 at 1:57 PM
To: mayor@cityofrivergrove.com, wkt_iii@yahoo.com, carolynm@bahrman.org, a.nyberg2@frontier.com, brenruble@aol.com,
manager@cityofrivergrove.com
Cc: me <me@judithgentry.com>, Landon W Gentry <me@landongentry.com>, Susie Lahsene <Susie.lahsene@gmail.com>

August 8, 2018
 
Dear Mayor Kibbey and Rivergrove City Council Members ~ 
 
My name is Jude Gentry. My husband Landon and I live at 5600 Dogwood Drive,
adjacent to the east side of the Stark Boat Ramp. We purchased our home in June
2015 and nearly every day since, feel we have been blessed with a little piece of
heaven. We are rather quiet and simple people and when we are not working you can
usually find us out in our yard doing gardening, chatting with our neighbors, playing
frisbee with our Border Collie, Sonoma, and simply appreciating and enjoying all of the
beauty around us. 
 
A few months ago, I came out of remission and ended up in the hospital for 4 days.
Stress is my enemy! I own a small home staging business and sadly, I am now in the
process of selling off all of my inventory and letting go of the business, as I do not have
the physical strength to do the work any longer.
 
I am only sharing this with you, as some of the incidents which have occurred at/on our
little boat ramp over the past year, have escalated to new levels, which yes, are causing
me grave stress. I understand from the Mayor that each resident wishing to make
comments at the Aug 13th meeting regarding the boat ramp, will be limited to 3 minutes
each, and that is simply not enough time to share with you all we see and hear, living
right next to the boat ramp, which unfortunately, has become an attractive nuisance. We
hope this letter will help explain some of the frustration we are experiencing and why we
would like to see a few changes made to the current Ordinance 80-2011. 
 
While we can understand why a large number of residents will not want changes to
occur regarding the boat ramp, we also understand that there is no way for others to
really comprehend some of the occurrences we are subjected to since they do not live
next door to the boat ramp. We love that our community has this special place where
neighbors can take their canoes, kayaks, and stand-up paddle boards to access the
river. And it is fun watching neighbors play catch with their dogs in the river... we hope
they don't mind when Sonoma barks and/or stares them down (she is a herding breed)!
 
But it has become a different scenario when unsupervised kids hang out on the ramp
for hours at a time fishing, playing music, yelling, throwing fishing lines and hooks onto
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our dock and property. And it's not only kids... there have been adults as well. We are
constantly finding trash on the ramp and in the river around the ramp. We have
numerous folks come down and set up camp for hours as if it were a private beach...
bringing coolers, multiple floats, fishing gear, boom boxes, etc. and then have left
behind trash like: empty beer cans, used condoms, and dog waste. Since there are no
facilities on the boat ramp or in the park, we often wonder where are folks relieving
themselves when they are down there for hours at a time? Recently a few helped
themselves to the porta potty currently in the Nyberg's driveway, which is now being
kept locked up. Those people claimed they had the right to use it, even though it is on
private property. 
 
We have seen young children run over to the boat ramp from the park and head straight
down the river, which is why there is now a note asking that folks please close the gates
behind them. 
 
We often see folks try to maneuver large trailers holding their motorized boats down the
ramp... this usually is accompanied by someone screaming at the driver for 10 minutes
which way to steer as they back up.
 
We often have people block our driveway as they load and unload their gear, and have
had parked cars partially blocking our driveway and mailbox for hours at a time. When
we've asked folks to please not block our driveway, we've had a few argue back that
they are only going to be a few minutes and look at us like with complete stink eye…
And worse! Last week, there was a car actually parked and abandoned on the boat
ramp for at least 2 hours, while the owners were in the river with their kayaks. 
 
While we are aware there is nothing the city can do about events actually occurring in
the river, we feel it extremely unsafe for parents to drop off their kids at the boat ramp
where the kids have then gone swimming and/or fishing on blow up rafts wearing NO
lifejackets and without any supervision. 
 
A recent specific incident has magnified our distress about the current state of things: 
The weekend of July 28th & 29th, Landon and I were celebrating our wedding
anniversary and chose to stay home and relax together. On Saturday, July 28, 2018 at
approximately 4:30pm, I was in our back yard area clipping back some vegetation when
a woman on the boat ramp called out my name and asked if she could speak to me
concerning her son. I asked her name and if her son was with her? She told me her and
her sons names and replied yes that he was with her, so I agreed and walked over to
the boat ramp. My husband followed, as he was going over to trim back some of the
blackberry shrubs. I was so thankful he did, as when I went around the corner to the
boat ramp this woman came charging up to me, screaming at me and pointing at her
son who was sitting at the river end of the boat ramp. She began by saying how she
knows her son is very good looking and looks like he is 18, but that he is only 13, and
how dare I take photos of him with no shirt on. She went on to accuse me of being a
pedophile and a heartless woman, claiming I must not have any children since I am so
heartless. The woman was completely over-the-top and rude and apparently came to
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our house to accuse me of terrible things, but used the boat ramp as the access to our
yard to draw me out.  It was clear that there was no intention to have and adult, mom-
to-mom conversation at all. Except for my first name and where I live, she knows
absolutely nothing about me at all... such as the fact that I have an amazing 29-year-old
son and that I am a loving and giving person. She also accused me of leaving nasty
notes or tickets on cars parked near the ramp, which I have never done. Since she
clearly wasn't there to have a conversation, I asked her if she was high since she was
making such crazy accusations!
 
A few weeks prior to this disturbing incident, I had walked over to the boat ramp one
evening and asked a group of young guys fishing to please keep the noise down, as we
were having dinner and could hear them and their music. I asked them their names,
how old they were, if they lived in the neighborhood, and if their parents had dropped
them off? All three boys muttered they were 13, lived nearby, and had been dropped off
by a parent. I introduced myself, pointed at my house next door, and kindly asked them
to keep it down. I usually do have my phone with me when walking down the boat ramp
to investigate disturbances, and likely did that evening, but I did not take any photos or
videos of these kids. I quite likely didn't think a smaller group of kids being overly loud
warranted their photo being taken especially since they were not disrespectful or
antagonistic. However, it appears that the mother of one particular teenager, simply
didn't like the fact that I asked her son to keep it down or question why they would be
allowed alone down the ramp, and then chose to accuse me of horrific and unthinkable
lies.
 
We have since seen the son multiple times on the boat ramp, being loud and telling his
friends what his mom said to me. A man who we believe to be his dad also pulled partly
in our driveway and blocked it last Wednesday for at least 10 minutes, occasionally
calling the kids name out, until he finally showed up. We feel that we are now being
harassed for showing concern for other people’s children and for objecting to the “any-
thing-goes” behavior on the boat ramp. 
 
This by far has been the worst and most traumatic experience for us with regards to the
boat ramp. It made us realize that some people will do whatever they want, whenever
they want, without any regard to how it might affect others. The City of Rivergrove has a
responsibility to protect its citizens. We are directly impacted by the boat ramp activity
and would like to see the City Council do the right thing and act on our request to make
changes to the current Ordinance 80-2011.
 
Perhaps a few stricter rules for the boat ramp would be helpful, such as: no loitering, no
unsupervised minors, no drinking alcohol, no motorized boats. Perhaps the city could
have a monitoring camera installed and let it be known it is there, or perhaps provide for
the area to be patrolled and the rules of acceptable use enforced consistently. Perhaps
a bollard could be installed so that folks would walk their un-motorized boats down to
the river instead of driving. However, it is very clear to us that the current lack of rules
and enforcement is definitely NOT working!  If this ramp were private property, there
would be an owner and operator that could be held accountable. With the City’s hands-
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off approach, we have a free-for-all where all users feel entitled to use the ramp without
any regard to the residents that live in the neighborhood.
 
Attached are a few photos of different occurrences over the past few months. We will
bring this letter/statement and print outs of the photos to the August 13th meeting, as we
wish them to be entered into the record. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important community matter.
 
Yours truly ~
Jude & Landon Gentry 
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