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Doug McLean <dmclean@teleport.com> Sat, Aug 4, 2018 at 11:18 PM
To: manager@cityofrivergrove.com

Hi Leanne, I recently posted this on a website called Nextdoor. I just wanted to forward it is on to you so that I could be
considered for the upcoming meeting on August 13th.
 
Hi, I live one house off the park and have used the park and boat ramp almost everyday for the last 38 years. My
daughter and her friends have grown up using this park and river access,  and now I am seeing another generation
coming along to do the same thing . I can tell you that just about everyone that I have met using the river access, boat
ramp, whatever you would like to call it, have been extremely friendly and neighborly. Yes there is probably 1% out
there that will probably try to spoil the whole bunch. Don't focus everything on them and create a bunch of new rules
because of the 1%. 
 
There are some changes that do need to be made. 
 
First, would be to put the "Day Use Only" sign back up. Then there is no need to set a fixed closing hour of 6 p.m.,
which is ridiculous in the summer time. Obviously the set hours implemented in 2011 have been a point of contention
and really have not helped to solve anything. "Day Use Only" would eliminate people hanging around the park and the
boat ramp until 9 p.m. at night, just because the hours allow them to. That would also allow kayakers who come first
thing in the morning to be able to use it at Sunrise. Those people are extremely quiet anyway. 
 
Second, would be to cut the brush back on both sides to the edge of the pavement. That will widen the approach so
that people walking past each other will have room when carrying kayaks , Etc. The better visibility reduces people
hiding and potential crime. Safety is also increased. It also makes it so that the emergency vehicles have access to the
river and can see backing their own trailers down onto the boat ramp. This has been a problem that I noticed the last
time we had a river rescue. 
 
Third, get rid of the sign that refers people to go somewhere else. In general it is just an unfriendly gesture. If everyone
in the community works toward treating and using the boat ramp as well as the people that live in close proximity with
respect, it will succeed. People that live in close proximity will also find themselves served better by not approaching
people using the boat ramp and trying to correct them all the time. It only creates adversity. 
 
There have been a couple of weekends this summer, just as in years past, that heavy use of the boat ramp occurred. It
seems that most of the complaints arising right now are from those weekends. Yes it is expected that noise in traffic
will increase in July and August. It's always been that way, and it probably always will. Yes, I live here, and I notice it
too. It is a small price to pay. 
 
Although I would suggest that people who bring their kids to the boat ramp to spend the day fishing consider another
alternative or location. We have been having issues with worm containers, fish hooks, fish line, Etc being scattered
around next to the river. That is primarily the one use that should be curtailed, if not eliminated. It really probably
should come under the guise of "No Loitering". 
 
The Rivergrove Boat Ramp / Stark Boat Ramp has always been a valuable resource to the community. It is quite often
the only way that members of Rivergrove have access to a natural waterway in our neighborhood. I have always
supported areas that increase a better overall community feel. In years past I had organized a city-wide clean-up day
and I would suggest that we consider another Park / boat ramp clean up day again. Just for the sake of Community
Pride! 
 
Basically to sum it up, going back to some of the ways that we had it before, without the the more restrictive hours, a
gate, brush overgrowth, Etc., where things already had been succeeding quite well. I've watched the more restrictive
policies not succeed, proven by the fact that we are having more problems than in the past. 
 
I'm still undecided whether to attend that meeting or not, but I certainly encourage everyone as well as their friends to
go express their feelings. 


